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Thanks

| want to thank everyone who helped and supported me in this project.

Thank you all !

Cédric KEIFLIN
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My websites

http://www.joomlack.fr.nf
Site dedicated to Joomla! extensions with demos and tutorials for Joomla! 1.5

http://www.joomlack.fr
Portail Joomlack with démos and download of extensions that are developped by me,
and news from Joomlack.

http://extensions.joomlack.fr
Listing and demos of Joomla! extensions

http://www.ck-web-creation-alsace.com
Professional website to present my work with Joomla!

Release Notes

LThis documentation is version 1.2
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Component installation Component installation

|. Component installation

Template Creator is a Joomla 1.6 component.
It is suggested to install and use Template Creator on a local developpment server.

First download the ZIP file that contains the component Template Creator. Go into your
website administration in the menu >> Extensions >> Extension manager >> Install.

Upload Package File

Fackage File ku'l._l!'l.E'l.ccim_template_l:K'l.cnm_templateck_beta.zip Parcaurir... Uplaad & Instal

Click on the button to search for the archive that you just downloaded. Then click on
Upload & Install. Joomla displays the success message.

6 Installing component was successiul.

Template Creator CHK is a tool to construct and make your own template package for Joomlat
lcons pack from hitp:Swww.app-bits.com

Sabre Snow icons from minimamente

Template Creator logo made by Christophe Gervason

Zip Archiver joomla class from Alex Balyuk

Now the component is installed and ready to be used. You can find it in the menu >>
Components >> Template Creator CK.
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Component installation Component installation

. Templates management

In this section we will see step by step all functions we can use to create some
templates.
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Templates management  Creating a new template

1. Creating a new template

Click on the New icon to create a new template

1.1) Step 1 : Global informations

In this part we will define if we want to create a joomla 1,5 ot 1,6 template and the
name we will give it. These informations are required for the template. All other infos
are just given as indications but | suggest you to fill them, it will make your template
clearer.

Joomla version :
Joomlal 1.5 ||

(_) Name of the template :

democed
Creation date : 05/06/11

Author name : Cédric KEIFLIN

Authar email :

Author url : http:/fwww joomlack fr
Copyright :

License : GNUIGPL

Version : 10

Description :

Demp semplate for ghe doc
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Templates management  Creating a new template

You can already click on the Save button to store your data. You will stay on the page
and Joomla says you that the data are successfully stored.

0 Template saved !

1.2) Step 2 : HTML structure

Click on the button Edit the HTML in the left menu

Template edition

Edit global
informations

Edit the HTML

Editthe C53

Then you come on a blank page with just the toolbar on the right

Construction elements

+ SINGLE MODULE

+ FLEXIBLES MODULES

When inserting a construction element it contains some buttons to control and
manipulate it.

Delete
|

- Move up

x x Move down

By clicking on the followmg control button you activate some opt1ons for the block

ID module | Class - | Position : p05|t|0n1
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Templates management Creating a new template
Hereafter the options displayed on the right :
Elemennt properties

O Number of DIV to imbricate -

1 —@:

Element ID :

2 ——@module

CS5 class to add -

3 — @demo

1 : Number of DIV to imbricate
You can choose to imbricate some <div>, here you add 2 <div> into the container

<div id="container">
<div>

<div>

2 : Element ID
ID to add to the container

3 : CSS class to add
CSS class to add to the container

Example of the result with the data above
<div id="module" class="demo">
<div>
<div>

If the control manage a module, when clicking on it you will see some more options :

(_) Module position name -

4 4. position-1 position-1 ;7 6
Module style :

5 @ xhtml [+

4 : Module position name
Write the name of the position to be used to load the modules in the template
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Templates management Creating a new template
5 : Module style
You can choose one of the several available styles

6 : Choice list
If you want to use a generic position name you can select it in the list

Example of module loading with above data :
<jdoc:include type="modules" name="position-1" style="xhtml" />

Let's see more in detail the available construction elements.
a) Single module
By clicking on the button you will obtain a unique module.

---------------------------------------------------------------------- ! SIFIEHE mndule
x * ‘ ID module | Class - | Position : pnsitinn—1 :

It is a block which contains a module.

b) Flexibles modules

------------------------------------------------- Flexlble modules
x* ' ID modulecontainer | Class - 5

Xe» Xe» Xe» Xe»

ID: |Class : |Position: | D | Class : | Position : | iID: |Class: |Position: { iID: |Class: |Position: i

: position-8 : | position-9 : | position-10 : | position-11

We get a block with 4 blocks of modules. Each module block can be moved into the
parent block, or deleted to create a main block with 1, 2, 3, or 4 modules.

Each module block has a variable width which depend on the number or actvie blocks. A
block is considered as active if at least one module is published in its position.. For
example if you have published some modules in the position-8 and the position-9 but no
one in position-10 and 11, then the blocks position-8 and position-9 will have a width of
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Templates management Creating a new template

50% each, and the two other will not be displayed.

c) Banner and logo

x .................................. .: Eannerand Iﬂgﬂ
* . ID banner | Class : :

.............................. ' mgn x . ' module
Iogo |C|ESS

:ID . bannermodule | Class : | Position : p05|t|on—13 :

We create a block that contain an image used as a logo for your website on which you
can add a link (to the home page for example)

By clicking on the logo control you can see some more optionsj on the bottom right of
the page :

x . * ID banner | Clas

Click on the logp control

Let's see the options that allows you to drive the logo.
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Templates management  Creating a new template

Logo image :
logo.png

Logo width :
300

Logo height :
150

Alt image tag :

Image title :

Logo link :

index.php

The image (logo.png in the example) have to be stored in the folder images of the
template.

d) Component

x :- ------------------------------- ; Ma|r| I:Glumns
* . :ID - main | Class - :

«» | RN . e

:. ................................................ - §|D - center | CIEEB : : :. ................................................ E
:{ID: left | Class : | Position : besssnsssssssssosssnnnsnssennnee * :ID : right | Class - | Position : :
position-7 position-6 :

The Component button allow to insert a global block with a 3 columns layout with the
main component of the page (only one component can be put in the template).
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Templates management Creating a new template

e) Component 2

x :- ............................... ! CUFI"IDIE}{ Cﬂmpﬂnentla}'ﬂut
* . (D - main | Class - ;

' ' ‘ ’ D - maincenter | Class
EID: columnit | Class : | x EID: maintop | Class - | Position - maintopé
: Position - position-7 R s R Nyt i

€% 0 center s | RN

X HD - column2 | Class ® |
:- ------------------------------------------------------------------- ! EPDSII'D” : posltlon_e :
:ID : centertop | Class ;- | Position : P :

centertop

. ' component

EID: component | Class :

EID: centerbottom | Class - | Position :

centerbotiom

x ElD © mainbottom | Class @ | Position © mainbottom
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Templates management  Creating a new template

This complex layout offers a large flexibility in modules and columns positioning. All

columns can be moved and the modules can be deleted to not surcharge the HTML
output code.

f) Custom block

This is an empty block in which you can put the code you want. Just click in the area
and delete the default text to put you own. For example to add a copyright in your
page, add this HTML code :

<p>Template made with <a href="http://www.template-creator.com">Template Creator</a></p>

x * Cusmm Dlock
=:p:=Im,@1g made with =a href="http:/’mww template-creator.com™=Template Creator</a==/p=

g) Empty block

XAV 0 oo coss test]

This option allows you to put an empty block that will output the following code
(according example above) :
<div id="demo" class="test"></div>
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Templates management  Creating a new template

h) Horizontal menu

:..................................................................! Horizontal menu
{ID: nav | Class - | Position - position-1 :
H -

X4V

The horizontal menu block contains a single module on which are associated some

specific CSS styles to render an horizontal css dropdown menu. You must just load a
menu module in the given position.

You can set the styles of the menu, please report you to the chapter about css edition.
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Templates management Creating a new template

1.3) Step 3 : CSS definition

To play with the CSS we will use the HTML structure of the demock1 gabarit installed
with Template Creator.

x ---------------------------------- -: Eannerand Iﬂgﬂ
* . ID banner | Class - :

....... |Dg0|C|aSSI logo x*’module

D - left | Class - | Position - ID right | Class : | Position -
position-7 :  position-6

x * ‘ ..................................................................... SII"Ig|E module
ID footer | Class . | Position : posﬂmn—B

By cliking on the button Edit the CSS you come on the page where to define the CSS

styles.
‘ Editthe CSS

The interface shows all of the HTML blocks previously created.
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Templates management  Creating a new template

10;

Banner and logo

10;

logo lI:}mmjule

Single module

o jto;

Main columns

{:} compoaonent {:}

10;

Single module

Each block has a control button where to click : {:}

When you click on the control the block is active and shows a red border.

On the right of the screen you can see the options. Several buttons are available :

(]

Edit the styles of the page : you can set the general styles of the template

Edit the styles of the main container : you can set some styles for the wrapper
Edit the block styles : you can set the styles of the active element (which has a
red border)

Edit the modules styles : you can set some styles for all modules in the selected
block

Edit the module titles styles : you can set the styles of the module titles in the
selected block

Edit the menu styles : you can customize the menu module
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Templates management  Creating a new template

a) Page styles + Wrapper styles

Page width
Here you define the width of the main container in pixels. For example if you want a

1000 px width page, you must write 1000 :
() Page width

1000

You must give a width in this field for the wrapper

Colors

You can define some custom color for several elements as page background, container
background, text, links and hovered links.

It is very easy to choose a color, you can pick it up in a color picker just by clicking on
the box on the left, or directly write the color value in the field.

Click #3200
The selected color appears as background for the left box so you can see how it renders.
Font

You can set the font family and text size to be used by default for all the texts in the
page. You must give the value as in a standard CSS stylesheet (give the unit after font

size) :
O Font size
12 P |"|
Font family
Segoe Ul san: | Segoe LI |v|

Custom CSS styles

This option is the most powerfull because it lets you write all css you want. You can add
new declarations to target any element. For example to give a grey background to all
input fields :

input {

background: #ccc;

KEIFLIN Cédric 19 2011



Templates management  Creating a new template

() Styles CSS personnalisés

input |
bagkground: #gger
}

You can imagine what you want and add it here to see it in your template.

b) Element styles + modules styles + modules titles styles

The styles of each element can be set after activating it by clicking on the control
button.
Dimensions

The dimensions can be set for the active element just by giving the value without unit,
hereafter a 50px height.

O Element width

() Element height

50
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Templates management  Creating a new template

Custom CSS styles

This area allows you to put some more styles for the active block. You just have to list
all properties.

(_) Custom CSS styles

LEXL-LIEnsform: URRErCAsSs:
z-index:10;

Tip :

by looking the generated CSS code with the example above you must see that :
#IDdubloc {

text-transform:uppercase;
z-index:10;

}

With just a little imagination you can use this method to add some styles on other

elements, just by closing and opening the brackets. Hereafter a concrete example with
with a block that have an ID nav :
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Templates management  Creating a new template

() Custom CSS styles

text-transiorm:uppercase;
Z-index:10;

1

#nay 11i {
display:inline-blogk:
margin: 0 Spx;

!

#navy 1i a {
Goler:#Ifealo;

And the generated CSS code is :

#nav {
text-transform:uppercase;
z-index:10;

}

#nav 1i {
display:inline-block;
margin: 0 5px;

}

#nav 1i a {
color:#£f£6600;
}

This method offers a large panel of possibilities to style your elements with your own css

code.

KEIFLIN Cédric
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Templates management Creating a new template

To set the visual styles you must click on the button

Edit the block styles

By clicking on it you open a new window with a menu :

* General
* Borders
* Shadows

¢ Gradients

When you change a style (not with margins) you can see the changes on the preview
area in the top left corner. Example with rounded corners, shadow and gradient :

Preview area

Margins
You can set some external and internal margins for the selected element. You must give

the value with the unit, example : 10.
O Margin : External margin

top—— @
10 ® right

O Padding : Internal margin

10
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Templates management  Creating a new template

Colors

As previously you can set some color by writing the code or using the color picker on the
left of the field.

Text color
Click

Background color
Click

(:j Element width

Borders

You just have to put the values in px or use the color picker. For border style, use CSS
standard attributes (solid, dotted, etc).

O Rounded corners Border color
Click | fcdeded
10 10

{:‘] Border width
10 10

1

() Border style

solid

KEIFLIN Cédric 2011



Templates management Creating a new template
Shadows

Shadow color O Shadow blur

- #4adada

O Horizontal offset

10

(_) Shadow spread

O Vertical offset

Gradients

Gradient color

- #B815b5b

Gradient direction

Click = Topto bottormn | hd |

IE compatibility

The checkbox on the top right allows to activate a script for IE compatibility. This
emulate CSS3 styles (rounded corners, shadow, gradient) but can cause javascript

confilcts. For each element choose if you want to activate or not.

O Use Internet Explarer compatibility
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Templates management  Creating a new template

Edit the menu styles

For any block you can style its menu, for example in the horizontal menu or in the left
and right columns. You must click on the button 'Edit the menu styles’ and you see a

popup.
The popup contains :
Parent element : first level elements that are always shown

Child element : they are in a sublevel, they generally display when hovering the parent
item for a dropdown horizontal menu

Child 2 element : for the block in the second sublevel it allows to position it with
margins

Anchor is the link tag in the menu, it can have two more states : :hover when you
mouseover it, or .active when it is the link for the current page

For each element you can style it as you want.
The checkbox option on the top allows you to make CSS compatible with the use of the

module for dropdown menu Maximenu. You can also choose to use the standard menu or
the Maximenu menu.
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Templates management  Creating a new template

1.4) Step 5 : Choose the theme

This step is optionnal to create your own template.
So what is a theme ?

It is a prefabricated design that you can apply to your template, just select it and it will
be added to your template :

» acss file layout.css which contains all the needed styles to render the theme
» all image of the theme will be copied into the template

To select a theme, just click on it then the active item will have a dark grey and its
name is written at the top of the page :

Selected theme

aucun

TEMPLATE 1870

Active
theme

Mone

To have more informations about installation and modification of the themes, please see
the specific section.
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Templates management  Creating a new template

1.5) Step 6 : Template preview

You can click on the button in the left menu to preview what you have created

Preview the
template

The software will create all necessary files and folders and display some messages with a
button on which to click to see how your template render.

Step 1 success : folders creation, index.html files and index_php

Success
Success
Success
Success
Success
Success
Success
Success

Success

Creation of the root folder

Creation of the css folder

Creation of images folder

Creation of images folder

Creation of the root file index_html
Creation of the file index_html css
Creation of the file index_html images
Creation of the file index_html images

Creation of file index_php

Step of CS5 file creation ended with success

Success

Creation of File template.css

Step of XML file creation ended with success

Success

Creation of File templateDetails_xml

,O Preview the template

The page will be displayed with all the modules published in your website but the main
component is only an article given as an example. To test your template on all your
pages you must create the package and install it.

KEIFLIN Cédric
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Templates management  Creating a new template

1.6) Step 7 : final package creation

Now you are in the last step. Go in the menu Create the package

Create the
package

Then you come on quite the same page as previously for the preview, but now the
software will create the entire ZIP archive that you can download and install on any
Joomla website (1.5 or 1.6 depending on the option you set at the beginning).

Step 1 success : folders creation, index html files and index_php

Success : Creation of the root folder

Success : Creation of the css folder

Success : Creation of images folder

Success - Creation of images folder

Success - Creation of the root file index_html

Success - Creation of the file index_html css

Success  Creation of the file index_html images

Success : Creation of the file index_html images

Success : Creation of file index_php

Step of CSS file creation ended with success

Success - Creation of File template.css

Step of XML file creation ended with success

Success : Creation of File templateDetails_xml

IO Preview the template

When clikcing on the Preview the template button, a popup opens asking you to store
the ZIP archive that contains the template.

Note :

when you want you can come back to any step to change any options and then recreate
the preview or the package, and as many time you want.
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Templates management Import / export a template gabarit

2. Import / export a template

The first question you may ask is, what is a gabarit ?
| will bo my best to explain you what the difference between a template, a theme and a
gabarit.

Template : used by joomla, a template is a package of folders and files that you can
install in any Joomla website (the archive created in the last step)

Theme : a already said, a theme is a predefined style with some image that are
incorporated in the template to add some design

Gabarit : it is only the version of a template that is understandable by Template Creator.
You can not import any joomla template, you must export the template made with
Template Creator to import it in another place where the software is installed, just to
save you work or to share with other users of Template Creator.

2.1) Exporting a gabarit

On the main page of the component where you see the list of all templates you can see
some icons on the top right of the page. One of them is used to export a gabarit.

4

Export a gabarit

To export a gabarit you must first select it in the list and then click on the icon above.
Then you come into a page that offers you the possibility to download it.

Success : Exportaion of the gabarit

AL Downlead the gabarit .tck
||

As the file is a text (with .tck file format), when clicking on it you just open the file. You
must right click on the button and select Save link as to store the file on your computer.

You can now store the file .tck where you want.
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Templates management Import / export a template gabarit

2.2) Importing a gabarit

The import method allows you to reinstall a template made with Template Creator and
previously exported. Click on the icon Import a gabarit

O

Import a gabarit

You come on a page asking you to search for the .tck file to import
Import a gabarit

Choose a gabarit I

(extension tck): l Parcourir... J Install

Select the file and click Install, the gabarit will be installed and is now shown in the list
of templates in the main page of the component.

KEIFLIN Cédric 2011



Templates management Import / export a template gabarit

lll.  Themes management

We will see how to manage the themes.
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Themes management Edit a theme

1. Edit a theme

To manage the themes, go to the page for themes management in the component. In the
toolbar click on the Themes button:

Templates Themes @—— Click here

You come on a new page that lists all available themes with their name and thumbnail.
NUR Thumbnail

TEMPLATE 1870 REEE
) ]

e p

By clicking on the name or the thumbnail you just enter in the edition mode. Then you
have three possibilities in the left menu.

Theme edition

Theme preview

Edit the T35

*] Images ofthe
theme

1.1) Theme preview
This is the big image to show how renders the theme.

1.2) CSS edition

This function loads the layout.css file located in the theme folder, it contains all CSS
styles applied to the template. Note that the styles set in the steps in creating the
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Themes management Edit a theme

template are more important and will be used instead of those of the theme if there is a
conflict.

Here you can modify some codes and save it by clicking on the Save button.

-

Save & Close

1.3) Images of the theme

This is only for information, it lists all images used by the theme with their name and
preview.

2. Install a theme

On the page for themes management, click on the Install a theme button.

Install a theme

Then you come on a page asking to search for the ZIP archive to install.

Install a theme

Choose a theme I

(extension zip): | Parcourir.. | Install & theme

The themes are located in the folder :
/components/com_templateck/themes

Each of them contains the following files :
images
£ | indexhtrl
|| layout.css
27| termnplate_preview.png

27 template_thumbnail.png

Images folder : contains all images used in the theme

index.html : used for the security

layout.css : CSS stylesheet used to render the theme

template_preview.png : big size image used in the preview function in the theme
edition

template_thumbnail.png : thumbnail used for the preview in the theme management
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Themes management Install a theme

page

All these files are copied in the template and will be used in Joomla for their respective
functionnalities.
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V.  Gabarit updater
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Gabarit updater Update

At the top of the component you will see a tab called Update your gabarit.

Why to need this ? The evolution of Template creator needs to change some value in the
code to offer you some new possibilities. To avoid you to redo your work with the new
version | decided to implement this to simply update your old gabarit for the new
version.

Just select a gabarit in .tck format (you must first have exported it) and click on the
button Upload the gabarit. That's it, just have to save the link as.

Once stored on your disk, you can import the new gabarit in the component in the main
window.
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